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Win98/Me News
    By Jim Anway, MBUG-PC

Windows 98/Me Workshop Leader

Backup Is Changing
Bottom line is that VERITAS is out of
the retail market.  Starting in
September, VERITAS will stop
supporting the current products:

• VERITAS Backup Exec Desktop 4.5x
• VERITAS Backup Exec Desktop Pro 4.5x

These products will be re-branded, renamed, marketed,
and sold by VERITAS’s Software OEM partner, Stomp
Inc..  Stomp Inc. will be selling the backup programs as
Stomp Backup MyPC (formerly Backup Exec Desktop
& Pro).  See: www.stompinc.com  
For more info on the above, see VERITAS's own web
page at: seer.support.veritas.com/docs/239660.htm

Right now, VERITAS has combined Backup Exec
Desktop v.4.5 and Backup Exec Desktop Pro v.4.5
into Backup Exec Desktop version 4.61, (updates
both of the 4.5 versions (Pro and non-Pro) to the same
functionality plus some new enhancements). Also,
Disaster Recovery and Peer-to Peer networking are
included in this combined product.  You can download
and install this latest version from the VERITAS web
sit. 

Backup Exec Desktop 4.6.1 Technical Support Release  
(bd461u_b45i_239467.EXE)
seer.support.veritas.com/docs/239467.htm

What Is Virtual Or Real In Memory
Windows uses a dynamic virtual memory manager to
handle Swapfile duties. It provides more memory to
applications than is physically present in the computer
real memory (RAM) by using hard disk space to simulate
RAM.  So, the amount of RAM in the computer plus the
size of the "Swapfile" equals the total virtual memory
size. Add hard disk caching to the equation and you get:
 
1. Real memory = Random Access Memory (RAM) on the

mother board.
2. Virtual Memory = Swap File on the hard drive (stores

data that will not fit or is not now needed in Real
Memory).

3. Total Memory = Real memory + Virtual Memory.
4. Vcache = Disk Cache (replacement for the Windows 3.x

Smartdrive) is the amount of memory used by Windows for
doing the Disk cache in Real Memory.

 
VCACHE
On computers with large amounts of RAM, the
maximum Disk Cache size can be large enough that
Vcache consumes all of the addresses in the system’s real
memory, leaving no RAM memory available for other
functions such as opening an MS-DOS prompt  or
creating a new virtual machine. 

To limit the amount of RAM memory used by Windows
for the Disk Cache, in SYSTEM.INI with 256MB of memory
I set the [vcache] section (just add the section if it's not
there) to: [vcache]

MinFileCache=65536
MaxFileCache=65536
ChunkSize=512

So 64mb=16384, 128mb=32768, 256mb=65536.

Virtual Memory 
I have set my own virtual memory settings to:

Minimum size = 256 (MB) (Selecting a fixed minimum
swapfile will drastically reduce the thrashing your hard disk
takes.)
Maximum size = to whatever the available maximum is on
the hard drive (free space on hard drive)

Maybe !0000 Will Stop A Spreading Virus
I got this one from Sam Butler, in his Costa Rica PC Club
Newsletter.  

“For those who are unaware, many computer viruses spread
themselves by sending themselves to everyone in your
address book. Imagine how you would feel if you were
unknowingly infected with a computer virus, and worse yet,
your friends, family, and business contacts were being
targeted by your computer! Well, if you want to avoid this
sort of thing, here's a great tip: This tip won't prevent YOU
from getting any viruses (you have to scan those
attachments yourself before opening them to do that), but
it will stop those viruses from latching onto your address
book and sending itself out to others. 

To avoid spreading computer viruses, create a contact in
your email address book with the name: !0000 (with no
email address in the details). This contact will then show up
as your first contact. If a virus attempts to do a "send all" on
your contact list, your PC will put up an error message
saying that: "The Message could not be sent. One or more
recipients do not have an e-mail address.”

Whats Next?
3.1: Windows 3.1
4.00.950: Windows 95 (retail)
4.00.950A: Windows 95 (retail) Service Pack 1
4.00.950A: Windows 95 OEM Service Release 1
4.00.1111 (4.00.950B): Windows 95 OEM Service Release 2
4.03.1212-1214 (4.00.950B): Windows 95 OEM Service Release 2.1
4.03.1214 (4.00.950C): Windows 95 OEM Service Release 2.5
4.10.1998: Windows 98
4.10.2222A: Windows 98 Second Edition
4.90.300: Windows ME
5.00.2195: Windows 2000 Professional
?.??.???: Windows XP

Jim Anway is a  retired IBM manager who finished
up his 31-year IBM career as a Systems Engineer.  

He is now into computer consulting,
video production, and at the same
time he is trying to see the four
corners of this big wonderful
world.
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Computer Consultants

636 Spazier Avenue
Pacific Grove
California, 93950

Telephone: 831-375-5376
Fax: 831-375-1446
E-mail: simbacli@pacbell.net

anders and Associates

live R. Sanders

Fax: (831) 373-0671
1173 Ninth Street

(831) 373-3919
Monterey. CA 93940

Star Reierson
star@redshift.com
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