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What does it take to
computer script, light,
direct, shoot, sound
record and edit a film?

Read all about the
experiences of the MBUG
Video Team by

JOE ASLING on page 10!

Making Movies with Your PC

Intoday’sworld, your own Persona Computer canturnyou into amoviemaker.
Itisoneof themost rewarding, and enjoyablethingsyou can do. Recent devel -
opmentsin CPU power and hard disc size have madeit possibleto do editing
taskswith $3,000 worth of equipment that took more than $100,000 worth of
equipment and adegreein programming adecade ago! But making videos,
along with gaming, isone of the most intensive thingsthat you can ask your
computer to do. Cometo the March 4 General M eeting and find out what you
need to make surethat your hardware, software, and knowledge are up to snuff.

MBUG'sown Jim Anway (Workshop Leader, Columnist, F1 for Help Guy and
all-around computer guru) and JoeAding (Video Production Team L eader and
Columnist) have been expl oring and working with computer-edited video Sinceit
became practical about six years ago. Jim and Joe have both independently
produced severa feature-length videosof their own vacation travel s, shooting
their own*“film” and using their own computersto edit thefina results.

When MBUG President Car olyn L ake proposed making atel evision program
to promotetheeducationa activitiesof MBUG Joewasoneof thefirst volunteers,
leading the planning, scripting, taping and editing (seepage 10 for aHistory of
the MBUG Video Team). Joe did much of the final editing for
ThisismBUG. Meanwhile, imwasin Indiataping yet another travel ogue of
hisown! Joeis currently producing programsfor M onterey Public Access
Television (AMP Channel 24).

AttheMarch 4 General Meeting, Jimand Joewill provide atwo-part show.
Firg, they will giveaPower Point presentation to introducethe bas csof computer
video and outlineminimum hardware and software requirements. Then (Computer
Godswilling), they will edit ashort video and play it during the meeting. If you
have acamcorder and acomputer, you really need to introduce them to each
other, and thismeeting isan excellent way tolearn how to dojust that. Questions?
Call Joeat (831) 641-9560 or e-mail jasling@pacbell.net. ¢

FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2005 at 7/pm
Pacific Grove Adult Education Center

1025 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove
FREE! Open to MBUG-PC Members & the General Public!
Great coffee and good, knowledgeable people.
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Program Chair
Incumbent Jim Hinwood has to give up the duties of finding our First Friday General Meeting Guest Speaker.
Can you spare a few hours every month to undertake this critical job?
Publicity Chair
Incumbent Carolyn Lake is now our President: we need someone who can spare a few hours
a month doing her former job, publicizing MBUG in local publications and to members on the Listserv.
Workshop Leaders
We need people willing to share their computer knowledge and skills to run regular workshops.
If you'd like to create and lead a workshop monthly, every other month or quarterly, call us!
Meeting Reviewers
If you regularly attend the first Friday General Meeting (or any other ongoing workshops)
can you help by writing 500-word-or-less reviews for the Newsletter?
We would appreciate additional Meeting Facilitators!

Canyou help out a few times a month to set up/fold down chairs and generally get MBUG meeting
rooms ready? The current team does a great job, but they can always use extra hands.
INTERESTED? E-mail or call Vice-President Don Slaiter
at slaiter@pacbell.net @ (831) 655-4443 and 657-4154
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John Rowe............ Columnist .......cooevvvrrenenne 384-3617 v johnr@tolt.com
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Columnist & Workshop Leader
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SUBSCRIPTION: See back cover for rates. (Subscription
is not tax deductible). NEWSLETTER AD RATES: Spe-
cial ratefor local business card ads (approximately 1/10 page)
is$30.00 for 6 issuesor $50.00 for 12 issues. Full and partial
page ad rates are avail able upon request. MBUG will publish
a no charge classified adsfor individual subscriberswho have
computer hardware or software for private sale. Advertising
information contact: Regina at ReginaDoyle@aol.com.

MBUG-PC benefits: Computer Help, the
Newsletter and 15 - 20% Discount on Com-

puter Books at Borders with MBUG-PC
Membership card (see Don Slaiter for card).
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CAROLYN'S

______VIEWPOINT |

Carolyn Lake
President

IT"SALL ABOUT

COMPUTER EDUCATION

Oneof theprimary objectivesof MBUG-PCis* to educate
the general publicin personal computer use ... through
publications, lectures, demonstrations, wor kshops and
discussion groups, or otherwise.” We seek to meet this
objectivethrough our own newsl etter, reviews of books,
websites, magazines and software, our monthly general
meetingsand many workshopsthroughout theyear.

Thisyear we are exploring two additional approachesto
user education. Oneisthe videotaping of workshops, so
that tapes can bemade availableto individualsand public
accesstelevision. We' ve made astart on that with the

photo: Bill Hyl

Adobelllustrator, sothat may beour first SIG offering.
Moreinformation will be available at the March general
meeting. If youwould liketo participatein such agroup, or
S haveanother topic of interest, please contact medirectly.
0
2 WhileMBUG may bejust beginning to offer thislimited

'  hands-on experience, wearefortunateto beinacommunity

with many opportunitiesfor classroom computer education
at low to moderate cost. It seems pertinent to mention afew
of theresourcesavailableto us.

ADULT EDUCATION RESOURCES

The Pacific Grove Adult Education Center (PGAEC)
offersboth PC and Mac computer classes. Spring sessions
start on both February 28 and April 25. Materidsfeesrange
from $15-30 and textbooks may be required. Call (831)
646-6657 toregister. PGAEC offersavariety of day and
evening classes in 8-week sessions, and also 3-hour
workshops. Check their website www.pgusd.org for
classes, or pick uptheir catalogat MBUG meetings.

Don’t overlook the Monterey Adult School program
offered through M PUSD ROP Program, located in the
old Del M onte School at 222 CasaVerde Way, Monterey.

production and release through
Channel 24 of our 30-minute video
“ThisismBUG.” Two or threemore
tapesareinthe planning stages. These
will bebased onasngletopicworkshop

Sorry kiddo,

been learnin

you any cookies today. She’s

Big Band music on her iPod!

For example, FREE classes are
offered in Filmmaking (covers
computer based non-linear digital
video editing) and Graphic Design
(basic principles with intro to

Granma didn’t bake

g how to download

andwill provideameans

Photoshop and I llustrator).

Man, this Senior S,
Education stuff is bad

for my health!
®ecoeoe .l.t. °

£ RN

of reviewingworkshop «° ¢
content. ¥

SIG OPPORTUNITY
The other approach is to offer
focused special interest groups
(S1Gs), with daytimemeetingson
amonthly or morefrequent basis,
in aworkshop/discussion group
format. | have just received the
news that a resource has been
made available to MBUG to
provide a SIG with hands-on
capability at very low cost. The
detailsarestill inthe works, but
we haveasmall group interested

Cdl (831) 373-4600for information
or see www.mpusd.k12.ca. us/
adultschool for the new catal og.

ESPECIALLY FOR 55-AND-
OLDER COMPUTER FANS
AlsoinPacific GroveistheSally Griffin
Senior Center, anonprofit organization
affiliated with M ealson Wheelsof the
Monter ey Peninsula.

We thank this group for putting usin
contact with Sirie Thongchua, our
informative speaker on eBay at the

illustration: R. Doyle, MBUG-PC

insharing their experienceswith

February General Mesting.
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The Griffin Center has several computers, both PCsand
Macs, and provides one-on-onetutoring. To schedulea
private session at the Center, call 375-4454 for a
reservation. Andif you would like to volunteer asa
tutor yourself, ask to speak toKimberleHerring, or e-
mail her at kherring@mowmp.org. Either activity requires
Center membership ($20 annud fee).

Many MBUG members also enjoy membership in the
Carmel Foundation in Carmel, which has an array of
ongoing computer classesheldintheir Computer Learning
Center. With amaximum of 12 per class and volunteer
instructors and assi stants, these hands-on classescover a
variety of topics, from Introduction to the PC, to
WindowsXP, to many Micr osoft and Adobeapplications.

The Foundation also requires a basic membership ($25
annudly), and classfeesaverage $30 for four-week classes
(8 hoursof instruction). For information on memberships,
classesavailable, and classfees, contact thereceptionist at
624-1588. Their new website iswww.car melfoundation.

org.

GEARING UP FOR APRIL

Welook forward to another great general meeting on April
1st. Terry Low of Byte Technology will speak touson
WebsiteDesign. Terry will focuson elementsof setting up
apersonal or small businesswebsite.

If you have Internet access, you probably already have
accessto apersona websiteat no additiona cost. If you' ve
wanted to take advantage of thisservice, or if your Siteisin
need of freshideas, thismeetingwill get you started.

We aso have a specia event in April: an extra General
MeetingonApril 15, featuring Jen Clausen, aUser Group
Representativefor Smart Computing M agazine. Thiswill
be an unusual opportunity, replete with goodie bags for
everyone and door prizes, to hear how to get the most out
of amagjor computer magazineand itssubscriber web pages.

Smart Computing bills itself as the ‘in Plain English’
computer magazine, and subscriptionsprovide accessto an
extensive searchable archive on their website. See Jack
Lewtschuk’sTT& T column ontheright for moredetalls.
Put thisoneon your calendar now! 4

|lakel yn@ix.netcom.com

THINGS, THINGLETS

& THINGASSOS

d -

S. Jack Lewtschuk

MBUG-PC ! .
Columnist 2 'E"H

photo: R. Binsacca, MBUG-PC

MSCONFIG
Isyour computer dowing down?Doesit takealongtimeto
reboot?sit running out of virtual memory?

Slow, runs out of memory, and takes a long
time to reboot ... how much would it cost to
MSCONFIG my husband too?

“llustration: R. Doyle, MBUG-PC

,W/E

@1\‘

Cheer up bunky, and check how many programsyou have
running inthe background. Do you need al of themto run?
If not, what can you do about it? Windows98, ME and XP
have the Microsoft System Configuration Utility, or
MSCONFIG. Itdlowsyoutoturnon or off itemsthat start
when your computer does. To accessit, select * Start’ and
‘Run’. Intheopen box, type* msconfig’ (without thequotes).

Thistool isnot availablein Windows95, 2000 or NT. For
thesamefunctionality, download Startup Control Panel
from www.mlin.net/SartupCPL .shtml. It’ sfree, but the
author sayshe' Il accept donations.

Startup Control Panel isanifty applet that allowsyou to
easily configure which programsrun when your computer

4 Monterey Bay Users Group - PC
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garts. It ssmpletouseandisvery small and won'’t burden
your system (ava uabletool for system administrators)!

Startup Control Pandl iscompatiblewith al modernversons
of Windows, including Windows95, 98, 98SE, ME, NT
4.0, 2000, and XP.

Once MSCONFIG is open, click on the “startup” tab.
Maximizethewindow and youwill seealist of programs.
Thosewith acheckmark inthebox arerunning. It' sdifficult
to know what needsto stay and what doesn’t. If you are
liketherest of us, you might not recognizeall the programs.
Tofind out, typethe namesinto Googleor try your luck at
www.sysinfo.org/.

If you think that a program does not have to be running,
“uncheck” it. After you uncheck all the programsyouwish
to stop from running, the computer will tell youto reboot. |
strongly suggest that you writedown all the programsyou
eliminate... justin caseyou need to restorethem!

DID MICROSOFT ABANDON EARLIER
WINDOWS OPERATING SYSTEMS?

Y es, but not entirely. Support Centersfor Windows95, 98
and ME are still on the web at: Windows95 http://
support.microsoft.com/efault.aspx? scid=fh;EN-
US,w95 Windows98 http://support.microsoft.com/
default. aspx?scid=fh; EN-USwWO8 WindowsME http:/
[support.microsoft.com/default. aspx?scid=fh;EN-
US.winme.

Brutus. What a surprise! | didn’t expect
you until April!

BEWARE THE IDES OF MARCH!
Did | get your attention? That was a quote from
Shakespeare’ s* Julius Caesar” (1599).

“ Bewaretheidesof April!” That’sfromme, nottheIRS,
2005. It stolet you know that arepresentative of Sandhill
Publishers (SmartComputing, CPU, PC Today, etc.)
will comeall theway from Nebraskato makeapresentation
onApril 15, a the Pacific Grove Adult Education Center.

Asmany of youknow, “ SmartComputing” and“PC Today”
issuited for the beginner aswell asfor the advanced user;
“CPU” ismostly of theintermediateand advanced user. It's
thefirst timeamajor publisher of acomputer magazinewill
visit our area. | expect that the presentation will be asgood
asSmart Computing (whichismy favoritemagazine). MBUG
hopesyouwill attend and youwill bringyour friends. There
will be some* door prizes’ and agood raffle, and thetopic
deservesagreat showing.

If youdon’'t attend, well ... you know what happened to
Caesar!

NOVICE CORNER

Thereisaway to highlight and print sections of adocument
that are not consecutive. Say you want to highlight thefirst
paragraph, skip the second and then highlight the third,
without losing thehighlight of thefirst paragraph. Windows
hasan easy way of doingthis.

Highlight thefirst paragraph. Then, hold down the* Ctrl”
key and highlight thethird paragraph. That will leave both
paragraphshighlighted. Continueonthisway highlightingjust
the paragraphsyou need. Y ou can use the same procedure
tohighlightindividua wordsor phrases. If youwant to print
the highlighted sections, tell the printer to grab only the
highlighted portions. Click “File”, then “Print”. Click
“Selection”. Thenclick “OK”. That'sit! ¢
blacklion@royal.net

)

D_ -

¢ SInERlComputing

m

= 12 issues for $29.00 / 24 issues for $48.00
;5‘ 36 issues for $64.00

- PO Box 85380 / Lincoln NE 68501-9807

= Phone:1-800-733-3809 / Fax: 1-402-479-2193

-% Use source code 8181 when ordering and for every
5 five subscriptions MBUG gets a free subscription
= which we raffle for funding educational activities.
March 2005 W www.mbug.org 5



Are You Nonlinear?
by Joseph Asling
MBUG-PC Video Team Leader

diting videoswith programs such asPremier eand

E\/‘Yi ndowsMovieM aker issometimesreferred to

“nonlinear editing” (NLE). Why isit*nonlinear’ ?
Doyouredlly care?

Back inthe dark ages (morethan 10 years ago), personal
computer video production involved switching between
inputsand adding specid effects. Imagineasysteminwhich
you havetwo tape decks connected to your computer inputs
and onedeck to output your fina program. Theinput decks
hold your source material. The computer merely switches
back and forth between the sourcesand superimposesfaces,
titles, and gpecid effects. If your sysemisredly sophiticated,
you can program it to wind to several input clipson each
deck, rewind the decks, and play everythinginthe order
youwant. Thisisalinear system.

NLE isdifferent. You put all your video, audio, graphics,
titlesetc. into your computer asfiles. Y ou can locate any
part of any file, clip the part youwant, and drop it onto the
timeine. Thetimdineisawindow whosehorizonta axisis
time, and which containsmultipletracksfor video and audio
clips. Y ou superimpose onevideo clip on another by placing
itonahigher track, and you changeacdlip’ stempora postion
by shiftingit to left or right along the timeline. When you
have everything theway you want it, you render it (because
some effectsrequire more processing capacity than evena
3gHz CPU canhandleinreal time), and exportittoaTV
screen, tape, or other format.

There are advantagesto each system. If you'redoing live
television, switching between two camerasand maybeatape
with remote shots, you havetogolinear — you can’t Sit
around waiting for your computer to render. But for making
family videosat home, NLE issuperior. It’ slessexpensive
— a 300 gigaByte hard drive costs much less than two
$2,000 editing tape decks (it used to bethe other way around
— thefirst Seagate 9 GigaByte SCSI Drive cost $2,000
in1998). Y ou can play around with the project; it' seasy to
shortenaclip by afew framesor moveatitleaway fromthe
subject’ sface.

So, back to the question | asked in thefirst paragraph—
doyouredlly care? Probably not. Unlessyou’ re manning
thecontrol roomover & AM P (AccessMonterey Peninsula),
you' re not going to do linear editing. But knowing the
difference may help you understand thetechnical basisof
computer editing, and make you abetter video producer. ¢

jasling@pacbell.net

UPDATED DISCOUNT
COMPUTER MAGAZINE* PRICE LIST

lyr 2yrs  3yrs
Computer Games $10.95 $20.95 $29.95
Computer Gaming World $14.95 $28.95 $41.95
Computer Shopper $16.97 $32.95 $47.95
Dr. Dobbs Journal $15.95 $30.95 —
Mac Addict $1097 —— ——
Mac Home Journal $15.97 $29.97 —
Mac World $1295 —— —
Maximum PC $9.95 $18.95 $27.95
Microsoft System Journal $21.95 $39.95 ——
PC Gamer $1295 —— —
PC Magazine $25.97 $48.95 $68.95
(22/44/66 issues)
PC World $16.95 _ —
Wired $6.00 $12.00 $17.00

Prices for new subscriptions & renewals. All Orders
must have check, cash or Money Order payable to:
Herb Goodman 8295 Sunlake Drive, Boca Raton,
FL 33496 phone (561) 488-4465_hgoodman@
prodigy.net. Allow 10 - 12 weeks for magazines to
start.

Renewals: supply address label from present
subscription to ensure correct start of renewal. As
an extra service HG will mail a renewal notice 4
months prior to expiration date.
*For over 300 more titles at excellent prices,
contact HG by e-mail.

O’Reilly Discounts for MBUG-PC
Members
MBUG members get a 20% discount on O’Reilly

publications. Just use code DSUG when ordering.
Group purchases with better discounts are available.

Let me know if you are interested and | can put you in
touch with their sales department.

O’Reilly catalogues available at general meetings.

S. Jack Lewtschuk blacklion@royal.net
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MEETING

Barbara

Tyrrell
Columnist

MS PUBLISHER WITH
CAROLYN LAKE

InJanuary, MBUG President Car olyn
L ake threaded her way clearly and
smoothly through amazing pathwaysof
artistic creations, using Micr osoft
Publisher. Her presentation was a
revelation to me — not previously
drawntotrickswithclipart, | preferred
to concentrate on heavy-duty historica
or creative-writing projects. A
demonstration of standard system
clipart | had once seen wasanything
but inspiring or artistic. Now, with
Carolyn’s help and this program,
instead of flat, poor-quality and dated
line drawings, the world of pre-
prepared pictures hasanew horizon.

Trickswith mouse and menu offer a
wide range of ideas and formats.
Although the terminology about text
boxes, templates and task panes may
beunfamiliar totheuninitiated, Carolyn
carefully explained, navigated and
demonstrated. She gave us a neat
outline of the basic procedures and
main points. With a scanner, any
graphicimageyou fancy — sublimeto
ridiculous— can be captured by your
computer for your developing portfolio
of graphicart.

We saw acharming printed array of
completed items: note cards, business
cards, greeting cards, notepaper,
stationery, gift tags, shrink-wrapped
sets for presents. No more of those

hokey, so-called* cards’ madefroma
twice-folded paper. Thereiscard stock

- availablefor generating two greeting

cardsat once, separated by afineline
of perforation. It was astounding to

> follow theplacement and printing, with

two card ‘ outsides’, upside down and

' diagonal from each other on one

surface, andtwo card ‘insgdes , upside
down and diagonal from each other on
thereverse. Y oudefinitely havetokeep
your witsabout you for that one!

Using the print and package power of
Kinko's, notepads and packets of
your varied output can be prepared,
shrink-wrapped into setsand given as
attractive persona presents for all
occasions.

Now all you homemade crafts buffs
withdigita camerascan sveeptogether
and organizethat growing accumulation
of family and other fabul ous photos,
plus the wide spectrum of amazing
subjects and NASA views you can
grazefromthelnternet. Suddenly your
artigtic palette expandsfrom 2-D, ho-
hum, stilted and stale drawings to
infinity, literdly. Thanks Carolyn, itwas
redly auseful sesson! ¢
tyrrellb@earthlink.net

MY FAVORITE

WEBSITES

This is a new column to which we
invite MBUG Newsl etter Readersto
submit descriptions of websites they
visit often or have just discovered.
Send a paragraph or two to The
Editor ReginaDoyle@aol.com.
Shareyour discoveriesand secrets!

ISIT‘THE BOMB’ OR

JUST ‘ABOMB’?

I”’m notoriousfor not seeingamovieto
the end. Either | get bored or | fall
asleep! The Movie Spoiler posts
blow-by-blow reviews of the most
popular movies. Included arewrite-ups
of, oh, no! — the surprise endings.

Think of thepossihilities: you can scope
out another point of view, reliveanin-
tense scene ... or just save seven
bucks!

For a peek at played-out pictures,
check out the archives. Better yet, if
you'realwaysthefirst to seeaflick,
why not do areview? Stay inthecin-
ematicloopwithMovie Spoiler. Goto
themoviespoiler.con. 4

dlaiter @pachell.net

ARE YOU A REGISTERED n
MBUG LISTSERV MEMBER YET?

Our private e-mail service lets you send out messages to all other
MBUG Members and have other Members reach you.

B It's secure (monitored by MBUG’s Webmaster who ensures that
messages are computer-related, virus-free and are passed on by
Members only — no spammers allowed!)

B Get current MBUG announcements (changes, cancellations).
B Get warnings (viruses, worms, scams, etc.)

B Ask and answer computer-related questions
(immediate help for problems or obscure questions).

B Make computer-related announcements (stuff to buy or sell)

Register at www.mbug.org or go to

http://listserv.redshift.com/mailman/listinfo/mbug.

Questions? Call on any veteran MBUG-PC Member.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHN
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REVIEW

Regina
Doyle
Publishing
Editor
Photo Retouching with
Photoshop: A Designer’s
Notebook
By Gérard Niemetsky et al
Published by O’ Reilly
$24.95 ISBN 0-596-00860-0
http://www.oreilly.com/catal ogue/
photoretouchadn/

[llustrations with Photoshop:

A Designer’s Notebook

By Bengal et al

Published by O’ Rellly

$24.95 ISBN 0-596-00859-7

http: //www.oreilly.com/catal ogue/
photoretouchadn/

O’ Rellly sendsMBUG-PC (and other
computer User Groups) notices of
booksavailableto review fromtimeto
time. Thededl is: youwriteareview,
publishitinyour newdetter and get to
keep the book for free. | sent away to
O’Reilly for the above Photo
Retouching and within two days of
askingforit, gotit, plusabonustitleon
[llustrations. Very efficient, O’ Rellly!

| have always been interested in the
capabilitiesof Adobe Photoshop but
have never had time or awork project
onwhichtoredly exploreitsfeatures.

Neither have | taken any formal

coursesto learn about itsuse—most of
what | know hasbeen fromlooking at
what othershave done and attending a
few of MBUGsown Eileen Begley's

photo: B. Hyler, MBUG-PC

excdllent Digital Art & Photography
workshops. So perhaps | am not the
best personto actively usethese books
immediately, but overdl | didfindthem
of great interest.

Both bookshaveabeautiful layout —
full color, good paper, and obviously
look like a “Designer’s Notebook”
series. Theadvertising copy saysthat
Photo Retouching with Photoshop
provides “innovative photo-
retouching solutions by well known
French artists and will be inspiring
and instructive” and that wewill see
“what the prosareableto doto their
photographs’ . | wasattracted by the
ideathat I’d be“ guided step-by-step
through the editing process for each
project” and “ gain insight into how
each visionary artist imagined,
conceptualised and created thefinal
exquisiteimage’ . Most of thisisvery
true — it was inspiring, | did get an
understanding of what the proscan do
to their photographsand it wasatreat
to seetheimagesbe ng devel oped step-
by-step. Alas, it wasnot writtenfor the
Photoshop novice. There were too
many termswithwhich | wasunfamiliar
tobeabletofollow it “ step-by-step”.
They may aswell havekept thetextin
itsorigina Frenchfor al | wasableto
comprehend: “color management
through ICC profiles’ or instructions
such as “ before | start | always set
the values of the image back where
they belong using the Image
AdjustmentsLevelscommand” . ICC
profiles?Back wherethey belong?Uh,
I’minover my head here. Ontheother
hand, therewasawealth of ideasabout
theretouch capabilities of Photoshop
(restoring old time photos, doing major
surgery onimages, bringing out the best
inagood photo, seamlessly stitching
together composite photos, creating
moods and fantasy images), anideaof

theenormity of what you havetolearn
to“doitlikethe pros’, and even for
one who hasn’t done much, it really
doesinspire: | want to learn more (if
only | had thetime)!

Thelllustrationswith Photoshop ad
says that the featured illustrator’s
“groundbreaking creations will
inspire you to ... revitalize your
work” , and that you'll get “ detailed,
step-by-step information on making
Photoshop do anything and
everything you want to produce your
ideal digital illustration.” Well, I'm
anillugtrator, but asyou canguess, I'm
theold-fashioned pen-and-pencil type.
| haveyet to migratetothedigital age,
but from this book | can see what it
takesto get there. A leap into ahuge
learning curvewould berequiredto get
from paper to screen. As with the
Photo Retouching book, | really need
to know alot more about the program
than | do. But oh, thethings| could do
if I knew my way around, arefantastic
— make electronic images look like
sensitively hand drawn and inked
images, blend photographs with
drawings, create illustrations from
sketchtocolor tofina al eectronicaly.
So that’s how Bengal, Nicolas
Fructus and Benjamin Carré (al
contributors to the book) produce
those magical graphic novel
illugtrationd

If I knew just a little more about
Photoshop, | would havegot alot more
out of thesebooks. | think they needa
“beginner / intermediate/ advanced”
rating onthecover or intheadvertisng
blurb. But it wasnot awaste of timeto
have read through them —it hasmade
me better realize how much the
program can do and more acutely how
much | needtolearnif | antouseit! ¢
ReginaDoyle@aol.com
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Microsoft Products

Part IIl: Building Your Own Macros

In Part |, we covered Creating Macros. In Part 11, we
covered Customizing Macros. We will now cover
Building Macros. You can review Parts | and |1 at
www.bowles.com/mbug or refer to the MBUG-PC
January and February 2005 Newsl etters.

Y ou do not haveto be aprogrammer to build macros. L et
Microsoft build themfor you ... sort of. Theideaisto use
the macro recorder to create parts of abigger macro piece
by piece. Inthe process, youwill seewhat codeisgenerated
and may evengtart writingthecodeyoursdlf. Wewill continue
touseMicrosoft Word intheexamplesbelow.

Creating a macro

Let’s say that thereisaparticular operation that you do
often, like convert atableto text or vice-versaand you want
todothat withanicon. Part | and 11 of thisseriesdescribes
how to create amacro to perform acertain operation.

Item 6aat wwww.bowl es.comymbug isatest document with
atable. Highlight thetable, click the‘ Recorder’, namethe
macro‘ TableToText’, click *OK’, gothrough all theclicks
to convert tableto text and then stop therecorder.

Now you have amacro to convert atableto text. Be sure
you havethetabl e highlighted beforerecording startsbecause
all youwant inthemacroisto convert the current tablethat
hasalready been‘ selected'.

After performing that macro afew times, yourealizethat,
after converting atableto text, you also want to format that
text to bullet items.

Thisiswhereit getsinteresting.

Building on that macro

Highlight the converted text, start therecorder but thistime
namethemacro ‘temp’. Then, click *OK’ and go through
al theclicksto convert thetext to bullet itemsand then stop
therecorder. Now, do an *Alt-F8’, highlight ‘temp’ and
click ‘Edit’. Copy the contentsof the subroutine (after * Sub
temp()’ and before* end sub’) to theclipboard (highlight ->
Ctrl-C). X’ out and thendo an‘ Alt-F8' again, highlight
‘TableToText’ and click * Edit’. Now, placethe cursor at
the beginning of theline at the end of the subroutine that
gartswith‘end sub’ and paste(‘ Ctrl-V”") fromtheclipboard
tothat locationand * X it out.

Your ‘TableToText’ macrowill now not only convert a
highlighted tableto text but it will also changethetext to
bullet items. In thisway, you can let the recorder create
code that you can add to other macros thereby building
increasingly sophisticated macros. And, you havenot actudly
writtenalineof code.

Turning the macro into an icon
Now, wewill make* TableToText’ anicononyour icon bar
soyou can performit withasingleclick.

Right click ontheicon bar youwant your new iconto beon,
then click ‘ Customize'. Click onthe‘ Commands’ tab and
scroll the left pane down to *All Macros' then click on
‘Macros . Scroll theright paneuntil you see‘ TableToText’
(theremay beaprefix toit.) Dragand drop‘ TableToText’
to where you want the icon on your icon bar. The word
‘TableToText’ will now appear ontheiconbar.

Now go back tothe* Customize' dialog box, click ‘Modify
Selection’, select * Change Button Image’, and select the
icon that appeal stoyou. Now, click on*Modify Selection’

again, select ‘ Default Style’ and click ‘ Close' (donot * X’

out). Y ou now have anicon onyour icon bar that you can
runyour ‘ TableToText’ macrowithasingleclick.

Y ou can now build macros to perform multiple tasks,
enhancethe macro at alater date, and turn the macro into
aniconfor one-click access.

The next articlein this seriesis entitled * Power Macros
Everywhere'. It will cover macros for other Microsoft
products and provide an example of updating adocument
directly fromtheInternet with theclick of abutton. 4
B@bowles.com
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VIDEO PRODUCTION
WITH MBUG & AMP

THE BIRTH OF THE MBUG VIDEO TEAM
Thevideography section of MBUG cameinto existencein
thesummer of 2004 when then Publicity Chair and President-
Elect Carolyn Lake called for volunteers to make an
MBUG video. Thegod wasto produceate evison program
which would show how MBUG can help computer users
on the Monterey Peninsula use and understand their
computers better.

Fortuitously, Access M onterey Peninsula (AMP) and
Public Access Television Channel 24 were just then
inditutingatraining programfor new producers. For anoming
fee, they could teach usthebasicsof TV program production.
Wewould then quaify to borrow AMP sequipment for our
own projects, thedea being that wewould, inturn, provide
them with material suitable for broadcast on their cable
channd.

Threeof usfrom MBUG volunteered: JoyceElisha, David
Thorp and . We and Carolyn would bethefirst MBUG
members trained by AMP. Each of us brought different
experienceand skillsto thegroup. Weall attended four six-
hour sessions at AMP, learning the basics of studio and
remote camerawork, lighting, audio, and computer editing.

AMP sstaff did asuperbjob of takinginexperienced, often
technically-chalenged neophytesand getting themtowhere
they could check out avideo cameraand come back witha
TV show.

Our next step wasto plan the production. Asthe purpose
wasto show peoplewhat MBUG did, we decided to tape
two genera meetingsand severa workshops, plusinterviews
with MBUG officersand members. We a so scripted and
staged adiscussion group with“ membersof thecommunity”

who talked about the difficultiesthey were having with their
computers. We used two camerasfor every shoot, because
we wanted to vary the cameraangle to avoid jump cuts
(thesearevisudly irritating cutswherethe subject’ sposition
changesjust enoughto makehim*jump”).

All four of ustook our turns as camera operators. Audio
was captured, when possible, with lavalier microphones.
A special problem was capturing the output of our video
projector, asour workshop teachersliketo useaportable
computer inthelr presentations. AMPsolved thiswithapiece
of hardwarethat alowed usto capturethe projector’simage
directly totape.

Two monthslater we had sixteen hours of tape (eight hours
of eventsfrom two cameraangles). How to boil thisdown
toahalf hour show? Each member of theteam reviewed
VHS copiesof theuncut material and wrotedown thethings
they thought should or should not beincluded. Fromthisl
developeda“rough cut’. Theinterviewswiththen Presdent
Ann Mack and Newsletter Editor Regina Doyle
provided theframework. Asan intervieweewould mention
aparticular topic or event, the program would cut to an
edited version of that event. Thishelped to add interest to
the“story” asit flowed by subject matter mentioned by a
main speaker, rather than just presenting aseriesof events.

Thesetypesof decisonsinvolvedin editing are, to me, the
most difficult part of production. What toinclude?How to
get around a stammer or misspoken word? How to put
severd clipsfrom apresentation together so that they make
sense?

keep going ...

illustration: R. Doyle, MBUG-PC

Therough cut was reviewed by the four members of the
Team. | playedit using thevideo editing program on Adobe
Premier eonmy computer so that revisionscould be made
onthespot. When the content was satisfactory, | cleaned
up the cuts, added dissolves, and made suretheaudiowas't
too loud or too faint. Carolyn designed the end credits: a
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verticd split screenwith thecreditson
theright half and meeting scenesonthe
left half. We added some innocuous
public domain music at the beginning
and theend, and sent thetapetoAMP,
Theprogram hasaired severd timesin
late December and early January. We
also have VHS tapes of the program
which we can play to community

groups.

Our Video Team learned that video
production requires a significant
commitment in terms of time and
energy, plusacquisition of knowledge
andtechnica skills— but onceyou get
past theinitid confusion, you can make
videosof closeto professond quality.

We are fortunate to have a superior
resourceinAMPfor training, consulting,
and equipment, but any group of
interested computer userscan acquire
thenecessary kills. | promisetheman
enjoyableand challenging experience!

Computer group membershaveared
advantage over non-computer usersin
creating video productions. Every step
after taping the footage with a
camcorder involves computers:
capturing, editing, adding titles and
graphics, creating special effects,
balancing and sweetening audio.

Theprogramshaveadgnificantlearning
curve (but so do Photoshop and
Word). Just asthe“killer app” of the
1990'swasthelnternet, the*killer gpp”
of thisdecadeiscomputer manipulation
of visua and audio media(indeed, with
streaming video and audio, mediaand
the Internet fit together beautifully).
Computer groups and users who get
involvedwithvideo arelearning for the
future—and having fun, too! ¢

jasling@pacbell.net

E-MAIL
SCAMS

The Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (of which
MBUG isa Member), passed on the
Federal Trade Commission’s(FTC)
‘Dirty Dozen’ e-mail scams. In
response to their requests, the FTC
asked usersto send themunsolicited
commercial e-mail. They found most
bulk e-mail offers to be fraudulent,
and if pursued, could rip-off
unsuspecting consumersfor billions
of dollars. We present thefirst three
hereand will continuethelist in our
next issue.

1.'Business opportunities’
They make it sound easy to start a
businessthat will bring lotsof income
without muchwork or cashoutlay. The
solicitations trumpet unbelievable
earnings claims of $140, $1,000 or
moreaday, and clamthat thebusiness
doesn’'tinvolve selling, meetings, or
personal contact with others, or that
someone else will do all the work.
Many claim to offer away to make
money inan Internet-related business.
Short on detailsbut long on promises,
these messages usually offer a
telephone number to call for more
information. In many cases, you'll be
toldtoleaveyour nameandtelephone
number so that a salesperson can call
you back with the salespitch.

The scam: Many of theseareillegal
pyramid schemes masquerading as
legitimate opportunities to earn
money.

2. Bulk e-mail

Bulk email solicitationsoffer tosdl you
ligsof emall addresses, by themillions,
towhich you can send your own bulk
solicitations. Someoffer softwarethat
automates the sending of e-mail

messages to thousands or millions of
recipients. Othersoffer the service of
sending bulk e-mail solicitationsonyour
behalf. Some of these offers say, or
imply, that you can makeal ot of money
using thismarketing method.

The problem: Sending bulk e-mail
violates the terms of service of most
Internet service providers. If you use
one of the automated e-mail
programs, your ISP may shut you
down. In addition, inserting a false
return address into your
solicitations, as some of the
automated programs allow you to
do, may land you in legal hot water
with the owner of the address's
domain name. Several states have
laws regulating the sending of
unsolicited commercial e-mail,
which you may unwittingly violate
by sending bulk e-mail. Few
legitimate businesses, if any, engage
in bulk e-mail marketing for fear of
offending potential customers.

3. Chain letters

Y ou’ re asked to send asmall amount
of money ($5 to $20) to each of four
or fivenameson alist, replace one of
the names on thelist with your own,
and then forward therevised message
viabulk e-mail. Theletter may claim
that the schemeislegd, that it’ sbeen
reviewed or approved by the
government; or it may refer to sections
of USlaw that legitimizethe scheme.
Don'tbelieveit!

The scam: Chain letters —
traditional or high-tech-are almost
alwaysillegal. Nearly all peoplewho
participatein themlosetheir money.
Thefact that a “ product” such asa
report on how to make money fast,
a mailing list, or a recipe may be
changing hands in the transaction
doesnot changetheillegality of these
schemes. ¢
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BIZTECH

James W. Anway

Retired IBMer

Phone: 831 625-5618
Fax: Call first

SHIPPING & COPY CENTER
Richard Pryor, Owner

26384 Carmel Rancho Lane, #101
Carmel CA 93923
(831) 622-9024 Fax (831) 622-9026
E-mail - bizcopy@aol.com

Star Reierson
star@redshift.com

1173 Ninth Street
Monterey CA 93940

Phone: (831) 373-3919
Fax: (831) 373-0671

I < iiveR.Sanders

dersand Associates

Computer Consultants

Telephone: 831-375-5376
Cell: 831-521-6676
E-mail: simbacli @pacbell.net

636 Spazier Avenue
Pacific Grove
Cdlifornia93950

Carolyn S. Lake

. 798 Lighthouse Ave, #194
grap hics Monterey, California 93940
phone: 831-643-2023

email: lakelyn@ix.netcom.com

In-home Computer Coaching
Practical guidance to make your computer work for you
Sessions geared to the older adult (beginner/intermediate)
Special projects: document preparation, graphics
Learn the basics of popular Microsoft programs and more...

Word  Outlook PowerPoint
Excel Publisher FrontPage

Internet
WordPad

Scanning
CDBurning

SHURGARD

Storage Space Bulk Storage
Self Storage
Moving & Packing Supplies

Sam T. Branham Manager
www.shurgard.com

Phone 831 394 4988
Fax 831 394 4488

709 California Avenue
Sand City CA 93955

Four'Winds
Travel

Where the good times begin *"

B Dan Presser, Owner

26080 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Suite 103
Carmel CA 93923-8757 N
Fax 831-622-9467 W
fourwinds@redshift.com B www.fourwindstravel.com

831-622-0800
CST #1000683-40
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You know you push the “F1” button on your com-
puter when you need help. But do you also know
that you can call or e-mail MBUG-PC “F1 for
Help” with your computer questions?

Our expert team of helpful volunteers
is willing and able to share experience on software
and hardware. And if they don’t know the answer,
they’ll direct you to someone who does. To get
computer help:
(1) Contact any of the people listed below; or
(2) Ask questions during any MBUG-PC
meeting break or Q&A session; or
(3) Leave a message with Vice President
Don Slaiter (831) 655-4443/657-4154 ; or
(4) Broadcast a message to all members
through the MBUG-PC Listserv
(mbug@listserv.redshift.com)
in plain text only (NO html, please)!

VOLUNTEER COMPUTER
COACHES/TEACHERS NEEDED

Sally Griffin Senior Center
in Pacific Grove
is in need of additional “computer coaches”
and instructors for their
Technology Access Program for Seniors.
The center provides older adults an
opportunity to learn and practice their
technical skills in a small lab, working one-on-
one and in a small class format with a
volunteer computer coaches and instructors.

If you have the time, ability and patience to
tutor beginners in a relaxed setting, contact
Kimberle Herring at the Sally Griffin Senior

Center at (831) 375-4454 or e-mail
Kherring@mowmp.org

Computer Help is Just a Click or Call Away with MBUG F1

Services are free of charge

(with the understanding that MBUG-PC, its Board
of Directors, and the F1 Volunteers themselves
are in no way responsible or liable for the
accuracy or the outcome of any advice or
suggestions).

Jim Anway
STRICTLY Wednesdays & Fridays
from 2pm to 5pm at 625-5618
Lee Keely
Prefers e-mail at Lee@leekeely.com
or call 626-8033
Bob Stephan
e-mail to bob@bobstephan.net
or call only between 9am-5pm
646-1373
Clive Sanders
e-mail to simbacli@pacbell.net
or call only between 1pm to 9pm
cellphone (831) 375-5376 ¢

Pacific Grove

Adult Vocational
Education Education
Center b omputer

Te ® Classes

“Learning for Life”
1025 Lighthouse Avenue
Pacific Grove CA 93950
See PGAEC catalog & web pages for
class descriptions.
Call: Computer Office (831) 646-6657

or e-mail Bruce Cates: bcates@pgusd.org
http://www.pgusd.org
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WINDOWS OFFICE XP

Microsoft Word
Bob McGonigal
Guest Speaker

Wednesday, March 9
7:00 to 9:00pm

a1
©)
-
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=
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o

Hilltop Park Center
Monterey

Learn to make Tables in Word; use AutoCorrect and
AutoText; and how to use Graphicsand WordArt to create
businessor home-useflyersand mailers. Questions?(831)
768-1825; bob@thespotinc.com. ¢

WEBSITE

DESIGN

Terry Low
—Guest Speaker

Friday, April 1
*7:00 to 9:00pm

Adult Education Center

Pacific Grove
Terry of Byte Technology will get you started in setting up
apersond or smal businesswebsite. Find out what you' ve
alwayswanted to know with the basics. Questions? (831)
656-9178; tlow@byte-technol ogy.com. ¢

"

COMING in APRIL:

DIGITAL ART

Eileen Begley |
Workshop Leader

Wednesday, March 23
7:00 to 9:00pm

Hilltop Park Center
Monterey

Eileen always has something useful to teach us about
manipulating digital imagesand turning ordinary photosinto
art. Questions?(831) 655-4884 eb@spyder bytes.com. ¢

WINDOWS OFFICE XP

MS PowerPoint

Paul Farmer
Guest Speaker

Wednesday, April 13

7:00 to 9:00pm

Hilltop Park Center

Monterey

Paul, from OfficeStar Computer Training Center, will

give a presentation on the basics of PowerPoint.

Questions?(831) 753-7777; paul @officestartraining.
com; website www. officestar.com. ¢

SMART

COMPUTING

Jen Clausen
Guest Speaker
Friday, April 15
7:00 to 9:00pm

Adult Education Center
Pacific Grove

Learn how to get themost out of Smart Computingandits
subscriber web pages. A great chanceto find out morefrom
the inside. Questions? 1-800-334-7458; jen-
clausen@smartcomputing.com. 4

-

DIGITAL ART

& PHOTOGRAPHY

Eileen Begley
Workshop Leader

Wednesday, April 27

7:00 to 9:00pm

Hilltop Park Center

Monterey

Eileenwill continueher ever-intriguing serieson manipulaing

digital imagesand turning ordinary photosinto art using

PhotoShop and PhotoShop Elements. Questions?(831)
655-4884 eb@spyderbytes.com. ¢
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MBUG - PC Calendar of Events - March 2005

Canterbury Woods

651 Sinex Avenue
Pacific Grove

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 8 “Making M46vies with 5
DIRECTORS' MEETING Your PC”
Canterbury Woods PG Adult Ed Center, PG
Begins at 7pm 7:00-9:00pm
Everyone Welcome! Joe Asling & Jim Anway
6 7 8 ) 9 10 11 12
Windows Office XP:
Microsoft Word
Hilltop Park, Monterey
7:00to 9:00pm
Bob McGonigal
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
St. Patrick’s
Day
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Digital Art/Photography
Hilltop Park, Monterey
7:00to 9:00pm
Eileen Begley
27 28 29 30 31
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
Easter Canterbury Woods PG
Begins at 7pm
Everyone Welcome!

651 Sinex Ave.

19th Street

—

Courtyard

|

Ridge Road

Auditorium

Blue Room

Canterbury
Room

Canterbury Woods Lobby

General Meeting Location
Adult Education Center, PG
1025 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove

Hilltop Park Center
871 Jessie Street

Monterey

Lighthouse Avenue

Forest Ave.

P.G. Adult Education Centerl

Meeting

X

<—Exit

L) Entrance

Parking

17 Mile Drive

3ISs3ar

Q65 | David Avenue (East of Hwy 68)

Irving Street

JENVRIN

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
General Meeting
“Website Design”
Adult Ed Center PG
7:00-9:00pm
Terry Low
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Windows Office XP: Extra General Meeting
MS PowerPoint “Smart Computing”
Hilltop Park Monterey Adult Ed Center PG
7:00to 9:00pm 7:00-9:00pm
Paul Farmer Jen Clausen
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Digital Art
& Photography
Hilltop Park Monterey
7:00to 9:00pm
Eileen Begley
e —
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MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

Don
Slaiter

Vice President,
Asst. Treasurer &
Membership

& Chair
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
BriceDraper ........ccoeeveeeveenns 1266
Jayne Gasperson .........cc.cceeuee. 1265
LorraneKenddl ...................... 1264
Bob Shanteau ...........cccveeeuneeene 1263

THANK YOU FOR RENEWING

Michad Arpgolu..........ccccueneee. 470
PhilipDaunt ..........ccooevieiiennenne 295
Mari LynchDehmler ................ 1196
Samud Gales.......coceveeienn 1023
HaroldGordon .........ccccceeeenene 965
Alan & Betty AnnHedegard ...... 986
RenePdmer-Dalk ..................... 828
Gil Preston ......ccocvvecveeiieecienne 1092
Gary Stephens.......cceveeeeeeeenne 1200
JOESHINE ..o 1158
JoeHognander ...........ccoceenee 1147

Carolyn

Lake
Outgoing .
“Ink Lady” [N
A NEW FACE G B -ﬁ

Check the expiration date of your MBUG-PC mem-
bership & newsletter subscription: Electronic $20, US Mail $25,
both $35. Additional tax-deductible donations welcome!

Send your name, address, telephone and e-mail address with
your check to: Monterey Bay Users Group-PC, PO Box 51611,
Pacific Grove CA 93950

INK CARTRIDGE

Bill Hyler, MBUG-P
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Check your (upside down) label.
Does it say “Exp: March / 2005”?

Don’t miss an issue. Renew today!

Joyce
Elisha

Incoming
“Ink Lady”

s

It's a pleasure to introduce new ink %We accept origina equipment, name

coordinator Joyce Elisha, who took
over in February. Joyce hasbeen very
activefor several monthsonthevideo
project team. Let’ scontinuethe great
support the project hashad to date: it
hasbroughtin closeto $1,000 since
its inception in February 2003. All

brand empty printer ink cartridges(not
generic brands). In arecent changeby
our recycler, Brother or Epson
cartridges can also no longer be
accepted. Joycewill now providethe
collection box at general meetingsand
workshops. Or give cartridgesto any

Jayne Gasperson .........ccceeeeee. 1265 | income goes to support our MBUG  Board member. Welcome Joyce! ¢
JoeHognander ...........ccoceenee 1147 | computer education programs. |akel yn@ix.netcom.com
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