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Apologies for
this BELATED
issue of
MBUG-PC!

@
Due to technical

difficulties (our Editor’s
computer broke down

in the middle of the
holidays), your January

2009 edition is very,

VERY late!

MS Outlook 2007 for PC-based E-mail

Debbie Jones, professional computer trainer and speaker with more than
20 years experience, returns to MBUG to explore with us another part of
the MS productivity suite. E-mail can be as confusing as any other part of
the computer and raises some typical questions: what do I need, what do |
have, what are all the bells and whistles I have with my e-mail setup? Debbie
will discuss these questions and many more, such as do I have an exchange
server, why can’t I use my out-of-office assistant, what is the difference
between Outlook Express, Outlook 2003, and Outlook 2007? Then there
is the issue of how all this relates to webmail — what if I am using Yahoo
or AOL? Yes, e-mail will be the order of the day and audience participation
is welcome, both to contribute questions and to provide answers; as always,
Debbie willingly researches questions further if needed.

Debbie is the owner of Anything Is Possible in Monterey, but also conducts
group training around the country. She writes, “During the past four years I
have had the privilege of traveling throughout the United States and abroad;
now I am privileged to enjoy my home a bit more. I am, as they say, Home
for the Holidays and available for you to contact.”

If you would like to submit your questions before the General Meeting,
you may send them to Debbie at Debbie@debbteaches.com. Please write
“MBUG e-mail question” in the subject line. Debbie can also be contacted
at (831) 402-1810.

Special Drawing: Remember to bring your e-mail address with you; there
will be a drawing and a gift to the lucky owner of one e-mail address “pulled
from the hat.” So join us for this first meeting of the New Year and enjoy
getting new information and new ideas on a familiar but always changing
communication tool: e-mail!

FRIDAY January 9, 2009
7:30 to 9:30 pm

Pacific Grove Adult Education Center
1025 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove
FREE to MBUG Members and the General Public.




Open Volunteer Positions Available Now at MBUG !

MBUG-PC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

S.Jack Lewtschuk.. President..................... 7570123, blacklion@royal.net
Donald R. Slaiter ... Vice President,............ 655-4443.........covvvnn slaiter@pacbell.net
Membership Chairman & Meeting Facilitator
Tom Streeter ......... Secretary ..o, 657-4249.........co..... tom223@pacbell.net

& Newsletter Proofreader
Tony San Filippo.... Treasurer..................... 655-3225.......... sanfilippof@sbcglobal.net
Regina Doyle ........ Newsletter Editor ........ 375-44%............... reginadoyle@aol.com
Nelson French........ Program/Publicity......... 626-4551.......cccovreinn nfrenchjr@aol.com
Team & Photographer
Carolyn Lake ......... Program/Publicity........ 643-2023............c.... lakelyn@comcast.net
Chairperson & Library Coordinator
Charlie Mehlert...... Hospitality ................... 375-0316.............. mehlert@sbcglobal.net

Team Leader

MBUG-PC Newsletter is published monthly by
Monterey Bay Users Group-Personal Computer, Inc., a
nonprofit, tax-exempt, charitable, educational corpora-
tion, PO Box 51611, Pacific Grove CA 93950, telephone
Don Slaiter (831) 655-4443 or 657-4154, website www.
mbug.org, or e-mail info@mbug.com.

DISCLAIMER: No warranty, expressed or implied,
is made by MBUG-PC, Newsletter editorial staff, or
any individual authors or contributors. This disclaimer
extends to all losses, incidental or consequential, from
the use of this publication.

Unless specifically stated otherwise, the opinions
expressed in any article or column are those of the
individual author(s) and do not represent any official
position of, or endorsement by, MBUG-PC which is a
501c¢3 corporation and is not affiliated in any way with
any vendor or equipment or software manufacturer.

Copyright © 2009 by the Monterey Bay Users Group-
PC. Permission for reproduction in whole or in part is
hereby granted for other nonprofit use, provided credit
is given to MBUG-PC and to the author(s). Other repro-
duction without prior written permission of MBUG-P
is prohibited.

SUBSCRIPTION: See back cover for rates.

Workshop /SIG Leaders
Run workshops or Special Interest Groups monthly/bi-monthly/quarterly.
Assistant to a Board Director
Back up or assist Programs/Publicity, Newsletter, Hospitality, Membership, etc.
Association of Personal Computer User Groups Representative
More about APCUG at www.apcug.org or e-mail Lee@leekeely.com.
Meeting Reviewers and Columnists
Attend General Meetings/any ongoing workshops; write 500-word-or-less reviews or
write a regular column on hardware or software review, favorite website, etc.
E-mail or call President Jack Lewtschuk at blacklion@royal.net
®(831) 757-0123

MBUG-PC VOLUNTEERS
Jim Anway ............. Workshop Leader/F1 Help .625-5618......... AnwayJ@comcast.net
Joe Asling.............. Video Project Coordinator..641-9560.......... jhasling@comcast.net
Bill Baumgardt........ Workshop Leader............... 372-5500............ wwb2@comcast.net
Eileen Begley......... Workshop Leader............... 582-9336.......... eb@spyderbytes.com
Bill Bowles............. Columnist .........cceorverrreennne 375-3954 ... B@bowles.com
Norma Cocklin.......Canterbury Woods ............. 657-4257 .....covvveene. cocklin@att.net
Liaison & Newsletter Proofreader
Joyce Elisha........... Video Project Team &.......... 646-9603..........cconne. j.elisha@att.net
Ink Cartridge Coordinator
Ralph Games......... Meeting Facilitator-............. 394-8876........ gamesri@redshift.com
Carole Harris ......... Hospitality Team............cccccce.ue. NIA N/A
Bill Hyler ................ Photographer .........c.cccee.... 624-4456............... hyler@comcast.net
Mack Jacobs.......... Photographer ..................... 394-6975 ... mackjacobs@comcast.net
Lee Keely............... [ o =1 233-699%............. Lee@leekeely.com
John Laughton.......Legal Advisor...................... 649-1122......... john@netlawyers.com
John Rowe ............ Columnist ......ccoorvvrvrrrrrnnns 384-3617 .............. john@aaawifi.com
Clive Sanders ....... Advisor/F1 Help, ................ 375-5376.......... simbacli@pacbell.net
& Membership Consultant
Bob Stephan.......... Historian, F1 Help, ............. 646-1373.....stephan.bob@gmail.com

Columnist & Workshop Leader
Bill Stockton........... Recording Secretary .......... 384-6130.....coiiiiicic
David Thorp........... Video Project Team............ 373-4623 ...
Ed West................ Webmaster /Listserv Owner372-6200............ captain@mobie.com

NEWSLETTER AD RATES: Special rate for local
business card ads (approximately 1/10 page) is $30.00
for 6 issues or $50.00 for 12 issues. Full and partial page
ad rates are available upon request. MBUG will publish
at no charge classified ads for individual subscribers who
have computer hardware or software for private sale.
For advertising information contact Regina at Regina-

Dovyle@aol.com.
()

Benefits of MBUG-PC Membership:
Free Computer Help (see page 7 for details),
Monthly MBUG-PC Newsletter,
and a 15 to 20% Discount on
Computer Books at Borders and Walden-
books with MBUG-PC Membership Card (see
Don Slaiter for a card).
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THINGS, THINGLETS

& THINGASSOS

S. Jack Lewtschuk
MBUG-PC
Columnist

PRESIDENT’S
MUMBLINGS

BELATED HAPPY 2009!

The MBUG Board of Directors has seven vacancies.
Please help ensure the future existence of MBUG: we
could use your assistance!

THINGS, THINGLETS &
THINGASSOS

VERY HANDY WEBSITES

Take a gander at these websites — they are free.

Answers.com

After installing “Answers” from www.answers.com,
when you are working on any document in any
program, you can hold down the “Alt” key and click
in a word, name or acronym; when you release the
“Alt” key a dialog box appears with an explanation
of the subject of your query. Or, access “Answers” by
clicking on a small icon at the edge of your desktop,
typing in a question, and clicking on “Go.” Answers.
com offers free access to questions and answers, plus
millions of topics from the world’s leading topics
from WordWeb.

WordWeb.info

This is a comprehensive one-click English thesaurus
and dictionary for Windows which can be found
at http.//WordWeb.info. WordWeb can be used to
look up words from almost any program, showing
definitions, synonyms, and related words. It includes
a pronunciation guide and usage examples, and has
helpful spelling and “sounds-like” links.

Heidi.ie

So, you decided to give yourselfa new computer over
the holidays. Congratulations! By now you will have
transferred all important information from your old
machine and have decided to donate it to a friend, a
worthy charitable organization, or have it responsibly
recycled. Congratulations again! But remember,
whatever way you decide on to dispose of your old
computer, make sure that all information is removed
from that old hard drive. Deleting the information
does not remove it from your hard drive; it only
permits the space to be overwritten (used again).

Eraser is an advanced security tool for Windows,
which allows you to completely remove sensitive
data from your hard drive by overwriting it several
times with carefully selected patterns. Eraser works
with Windows 95, 98, ME, NT, 2000, XP, Vista,
Windows 2003 Server and DOS. Eraser is free
software and its source code is released under GNU
General Public License and can be found at www.
heidi.ie/node/6.

NOTE: Keep in mind that Eraser erases everything,
including the operating system!

REPAIRING BROKEN iPODS CHEAPER
Go to www.ipodmods.com to fix your broken iPod
cheaper. If your iPod isn’t under warranty anymore,
Apple will charge you quite a bit to fix it, or they will
advise you to buy a new one. [IPODmods will fix your
1Pod’s battery or screen cheaper than the Apple store.

SEARCH AND YE WILL FIND

There are many search engines available on the Internet:
which one do you use? The biggest and most popular are
Google, Yahoo, and MSN. Each find slightly different
“hits” and displays them in a different order. Now, Jux2
(www.jux2.com) has a way to combine the results from
all three of these illustrious search engines in one place
for a more comprehensive Internet search tool.

What’s more, each search result will bear the mark
of where it ranks on a given search engine’s list (e.g.,
Google hit #3, Yahoo hit #18, etc.) If you tire of looking
at all the results, you can view just the hits from your
favorite search engine by clicking on the appropriate tab
on the screen. Eureka! I just found it!

January 2009
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Internet Explorer 8
Microsoft has announced that they expect to make IE8

to be available to the general public during the second
half of 2009.

Some feel that Microsoft is too much in a hurry!

Not “A Cup of Java”

Java, produced by Sun Microsystems is not dangerous
in and of itself, but like any programming language or
internet tool it can of course be used for good or evil.
Java and Javascript are unrelated. The fact that they
have similar names is unfortunate.

Java is a programming language. All that really means
to most folks is simply that when you run an application,
the developer who wrote it might have been using Java
to create the program.

“... by virtue of having done some surfing on the web you

may have downloaded and installed Java.” Programs
written in Java are transformed or “compiled” into an
intermediate form that when run is interpreted by what’s
called a “virtual machine” or VM.

That intermediate form is not machine or platform
specific—meaning that as long as there’s a Java virtual
machine available for the platform you’re running on, a
program written in Java may be able to run on it.

In fact, one of Java’s mottos is “Write Once, Run
Anywhere.” (Of course programmers certainly can
still write Java programs that work on only specific
platforms.) Java Virtual Machines are available for
most popular platforms including Windows, Mac and
Linux.

Because of its ability to be platform independant, Java
is an occasionally popular language for web-based
applications or “applets.” When you visit a website that
uses a Java applet, you may be prompted to download
and install the Java VM, if you don’t already have it, and
then the web application can run. Visiting a web site that
uses a Java applet is probably how you ended up with
Java on your machine.

One of items that occasionally surprises people is that
Sun’s implementation of the Java VM will automatically

update it self, much like Windows itself. Suddenly a Sun
Java icon might appear in your taskbar’s notification area
telling you that a new version is available, or that a new
version has been downloaded and installed.

Microsoft is not the only one who tries to confuse all of
us: Outlook and Outlook Express have no relationship
to each other; Hotmail, Windows Live Mail, Windows
Live Hotmail and Windows Mail are three different
things with four different names.

The bottom line is simple that by virtue of having done
some surfing on the web you may have downloaded
and installed Java. That’s typical, and nothing to
be worried about. Similarly, if you periodically see
update notifications for the Java VM, that too is to be
expected.

MS OUTLOOK TIP (3)

Outlook Today

What do you do first thing in the morning when you
open Microsoft Outlook? Do you find yourself quickly
flipping between the “Inbox,” “Calendar” and “Tasks”
to see how your day is shaping up? Would you like a
summary of that information instead of flip flopping
around to find it?

Goto “View,” “Go To,” and click on “Outlook Today.” In
one click you get a summary of your day with calendar
listings on the left, tasks in the center and a summary of
e-mail message counts on the right.

Obviously, to get to the details you’ll have to start that
whole flipping-back-and-forth thing, but if you’re simply
looking for a quick summary list, this is a good place
to start.

For more information, and to customize Outlook Today,
click on the “Assistance” icon and type in: outlook
today.

NOVICE CORNER

Enable or Disable Windows Features In Vista
To adjust Microsoft Vista’s built-in features, you need
to open “Control Panel,” double-click “Programs and

Features,” and select “Turn Windows Features On and
Oft.”
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Next, scroll down the list and select or deselect
checkboxes for the items you want to enable or disable,
respectively. You can also enable or disable sub-features
by clicking the plus (+) sign to expand an entry and
selecting or deselecting specific subcategories.

Caps Lock, Scroll Lock, Num Lock

Have you ever hit the “Caps Lock™ button on your
keyboard by mistake and continued typing without
noticing it? Would you like to be alerted as soon as you
make this mistake?

Here’s the solution: In “Control Panel,” go to
“Accessibility Options,” and then to “Keyboard. Check
the box for “Use Toggle Keys.” Now you will hear a
sound when any of the three keys are depressed. 4
blacklion@royal.net

RUN YOUR OWN SIG!

Second and fourth
Wednesdays are
available for Special
Interest Groups
(SIGs). Present topics,
hold discussions, or
introduce speakers
of your choice and
interest in the format of your choice: lectures,
demonstrations, tutorials, or discussion of
general computer-related topics.

Contact Jack Lewtschuk, blacklion@royal.net

or Carolyn Lake, lakelyn@comcast.net.

MBUG Members get 35% off all
O’Reilly Books and PDFs!

FREE ground shipping on
orders of $29.95 or more!

Order online or by phone at 1-800-
998-9938 and use code “DSUG.”

Visit www.oreilly.com/store/, or contact

Jack Lewtschuk at blacklion@royal.net

for more information.

THE FRUGAL

by Bob

“l Don’t Do
Windows”
Stephan

Happy New Year

phote: Bill Hyler, MBUG-PC

You can't be too careful when it comes to the Internet.
Here are two articles from a recent issue of Eastman’s
Genealogy Newsletter which have nothing to do with
genealogy but have some warnings to heed. Have a great
vear and I hope it is uneventful with respect to any scams
and other malware. I have also added a third article that
may be of interest to some.

The following articles are reprinted from a recent issue
of Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter and are
copyright 2008 by Richard W. Eastman. They are
republished here with the permission of the author.
Information about the newsletter is available at www.
eogn.com. To read more about these articles see the eogn
website page given at the end of each article.

Bogus E-mail Warning Messages

A newsletter reader sent an e-mail message to me today
with a statement that caught my eye: “There was a
problem with Paypal. They advised that someone had
tried to access my account.” My first reaction is that the
notice was bogus. PayPal never sends such messages.

If the “warning” was in the form of an e-mail message,
and if that message had a return address of PayPal,
the return address probably was forged. The message
undoubtedly was not sent by PayPal. It was sent by a
rip-off artist trying to gain access to your account. PayPal
never sends such messages. To read PayPal’s description
of how to detect forged messages claiming to be sent by
PayPal, go to http.//tinyurl.com/eogn32.

Sadly, I have a lot of experience with such messages. My
e-mail address is posted in many places on the Internet
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and, as a result, I receive 500 to 1,000 spam messages
per day. Luckily, my spam filter deletes most of them.

If 1 take the time to look at these spam messages, I always
see dozens of messages per day claiming to be from
PayPal or from various banks or credit unions. Many of
them claim to be from banks I never heard of, telling me
of problems with “my account.” A few of them are even
from banks in foreign countries. All of them claim that I
need to go to some site or other and enter my user name
and password in order to straighten out my account.
The excuses vary widely: someone tried to access my
account, “foreign” activity, a system crash, a security
upgrade was installed on the bank’s or credit union’s
server, etc. All of these messages are bogus. Banks and
credit unions and PayPal never send such messages.

Return addresses are very easy to forge. In fact, all
those messages are sent by rip-off artists and the sites
they send me to are not owned or operated by the bank
or credit union or by PayPal. The sites are run by the
rip-off artists. All the rip-off artists want is for me to
enter my real user name and password for that bank or
credit union or PayPal so that the rip-off artist can see
my account information and then later log in and drain
my account. [ ignore all such messages. I suggest that
you do the same.

If you receive a message from a bank or credit union
or from PayPal asking you to go to some site and enter
your user name and password, never click on a link
in the message. Period.

If you have a question or if you wish to verify the claimed
problem, call the bank or credit union or PayPal on the
phone. I bet I know what they will tell you but it is even
better if you hear it for yourself.

Other newsletter readers have already posted questions,
comments or corrections to this article at: http.//blog.
eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2008/12/bogus-
e-mail-wa.html.

Scam Update: An Online Anti-Virus Scan

On October 17, I wrote an article about some “scareware”
that I had encountered online. In short, I described a
certain web site that lies to you in an attempt to sell
you some worthless anti-virus software. Check to see if

the full article is still available at http://blog.eogn.com/
eastmans_online _genealogy/2008/10/scam-an-online.

html.

I was pleased to read today that the Federal Trade
Commission got a court order to at least temporarily
halt the “scareware” scheme. According to the FTC, the
scheme has tricked more than one million consumers into
buying computer security products such as WinFixer,
WinAntivirus, DriveCleaner, ErrorSafe, and XP
Antivirus. The court also froze the assets of Innovative
Marketing, Inc. and ByteHosting Internet Services,
LLC to preserve the possibility of providing consumers
with monetary redress. “...froze the assets...to preserve
the possibility of providing consumers with monetary
redress...”

I like that. Let’s freeze the assets of all the scareware
vendors and spammers and other online rip-off artists.
You can read more at http.//www.networkworld.com/
community/node/36235.

Do you have questions, comments or corrections to this
article? If so, please post your words at: http.//blog.
eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2008/12/update-
scam-an.html.

Is a $400 Netbook Useful?

Avyear ago [ published a Plus Edition article describing
a $400 “netbook” that I had just purchased. A “netbook”
is a new term for a tiny, low-powered laptop computer,
usually weighing two pounds of less. These are small
computers that are cheaper and lighter than full-scale
laptops.

In the year since I purchased mine, I have traveled
extensively and have used it to check e-mail from many
hotel rooms, airports, and other places. I have written
newsletter articles using its built-in word processor and
have also created web pages for the eogn.com web site
using an HTML editor that I downloaded and installed on
the netbook. In short, I have used this two-pound, $400
netbook to perform almost all the same applications that
I typically do with my older $1,000+ laptop.

To be sure, the tiny netbook does have some significant
limitations: a small screen, a small keyboard, and
limited storage capacity. However, I find the advantages
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outweigh the disadvantages. [ especially appreciate being
able to slip it into an overcoat pocket when traveling.

I continue to use my tiny computer frequently. So do
others. I often see similar computers in use by fellow
travelers in airports and elsewhere. Now The Economist
has written an article that describes not only my netbook,
but also a number of similar computers that have
appeared in the marketplace in the past twelve months
since my article was published.

Quoting from the article: “They typically have screens
measuring seven to ten inches diagonally. They have
built-in wireless networking, but lack an optical drive
for CDs or DVDs. Some use flash memory for storage
instead of a hard disk, which makes them more robust and
extends battery life. Netbooks generally cost less than
83500. IDC, a market-research firm, reckons worldwide
sales of netbooks will reach 10.8m in 2008 and more

than 20m in 2009, during which they will represent 11
to 12 percent of the entire laptop market.”

The article describes several such systems, ranging in
price from $300 (£179 in Britain) up to $500 (£330) or
so. The pictures in the article are all of the Asus 701 Eee,
the same computer that I wrote about a year ago.

If you have an interest in tiny portable computers, I
suggest you read the article at www.economist.com/
science/tq/displaystory.cfim?story_id=12673233. 4

Bob “Idon't do Windows” Stephan is an OS/2
enthusiast with over 40 years of computing
experience. He welcomes comments and questions
that The Frugal Computerist can respond to

by e-mail to stephan.bob@gmail.com.

Bob's home page can be reached at
www.bobstephan.net.

Computer Help - Just a Click or Call Away with MBUG F1

= You know you push the F1 button on
your computer when you need help.
But do you also know that you can
call or e-mail MBUG-PC “F1 for Help”
with your computer questions?

Our expert team of F1 Volunteers will

ware. To get computer help:
(1) Contact any of the people listed;
(2) Ask questions during any MBUG-PC
meeting break or Q&A session;
(3) Leave a message for Don Slaiter
(831) 655-4443 (voicemail) / or call
657-4154;
(4) Broadcast a message to all members
through the MBUG-PC Listserv mbug@
listserv.redshift.com)
in plain text only (NO html, please!)

share their experience on software and hard-

Services are free of charge
(with the understanding that MBUG-PC, its Board
of Directors, and the F1 Volunteers themselves are in no way responsible or liable for the accu-
racy or the outcome of any advice or suggestions).

Jim Anway
STRICTLY Wednesdays & Fridays
from 2pm to 5pm at 625-5618
Lee Keely
Prefers e-mail at Lee@leekeely.com

or call 233-6995
Bob Stephan
e-mail to stephan.bob@gmail.com
or call only between 9am-5pm
646-1373
Clive Sanders
e-mail to simbacli@pacbell.net
or call only between 1pm to 9pm
phone (831) 375-5376 &
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MBUG-PC SUPPORTERS

James W. Anway

Computer Consultant
Retired IBMer

Bob Weisensee
Production Supervisor
bob@ctimls.com

Phone: 831625-5618 CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY
Fax: Call first (’ of Sarasota, Inc.
. ) 5969 Palmer Boule-
Windows XP & Vista Sarasota FL 34232-2841
Trouble shooting, tuning,
& training Printer of the MBUG-PC Newsletter

Adobe Photoshop & P Y
Tuning & trsining” remiere (941) 371-2743 | FAX (941) 379-2933 / 1-800-533-

T onpirer rowee FourWinds

Star Reierson
star@computerpowerstar.com

1173 Ninth Street Phone: (831) 373-3919
Monterey CA 93940 Fax: (831) 373-0671

Carolyn S. Lake

798 Lighthouse Ave, #1924
Monterey, California 23940

phone: 831-643-2023
email: lakelyn@comeast.net

Dan Presser in Borneo discussing conservation aware-

In-home Computer Coaching ness with a local Headman.
= Practical guidance 1o make yvour computer work for you B Dan Presser, Owner
m S5essions geared 1o the older adult (beginner/intermediate) .
m Special projects: document preparation, graphics 26080 Carmel Rancho BIVd" Suite 103
m Learn the basics of popular Microsoft programs and maore Carmel CA 93923-8757 ® (831) 622-0800
Word  OQutlook  PowerPoint  Internet  Scanning Fax (831) 622-9467 m CST #1000683-40
Excel Publisher WordPad E-mail CD Burning

info@fourwindstravel.com

rafﬂe items wantea

Cleaning House? Reorganizing? Getting A New PC?

Donate new or nearly-new computer-related items—books, hardware, or software—all
gratefully accepted.” Call Don Slaiter (655-4443) or bring items
to any MBUG function. Contact, or tell us about, suitable vendors from whom MBUG might get
raffle items. Save your money and buy lots of tickets at raffles! All proceeds benefit our educational
activities. *ltems will be sorted for the raffle, the “freebies” shelf, or responsible recycling

(o]
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Saving Online

by S. Jack Lewtschuk
MBUG-PC

n keeping pace with the state of the economy,
I and to continue your personal exploration of the

Internet, here is a list of money-saving websites.
Merchandise offered is not restricted to any one type
(such as computer-related), and printing them here
does not in any way suggest endorsement by MBUG or
any of its affiliates.

Price comparison sites in general compare offers and
prices of various vendors. The same goes for coupon
and code sites. Local coupon sites usually ask you for
your zip code in order to provide more local information.
Searching for “coupons,” “price comparison,” “rebates,”
and “discount codes,” may yield more money-saving
information.

9966

These sites may or may not be current as by their nature
they are edited over time—some may disappear while
others are added. And if you know of any good money-
saving sites to share with MBUG, or have experience
with any of the below to recommend or discourage, I’d
be happy to hear from you. € blacklion@royal.net

General Savings Sites
www.pricegrabber.com
www.nextag.com
www99.shopping.com

Coupon Codes
www.couponcabin.com
www.retailmenot.com
wWwWw.currentcodes.com

Local Coupons
www.valpak.com/coupons/home
www.coolsavings.com/home.
aspx?SessionID=917d1606-4ef3-4f58-aael-
96ee9e636172-2
http.//wow-coupons.com/all-printable-retail-

coupons.php

Miscellaneous
WWW.Couponcraze.com
www.dealhunting.com

WWW.COUPONRMOUNtAIn.com

www.couponcabin.com
www.jumpondeals.com

www.keycode.com

hitp://naughtycodes.com

www.retailmenot.com

www.staples.com

(Almost) Free Gifts

by Bob Stephan
MBUG-PC

Editor’s Apologies: This article was submitted well
before Christmas, but I failed to get it into the December
issue. I therefore submit it here as a valuable year-round
gift guide for what looks like economically-challenging
times ahead. Whether for a birthday, Valentines Day,
an anniversary, Easter, Father's or Mother’s Day, I'm
sure the following suggestions will come in handy. RD

ere are some ideas for gifts of lasting value
you can create for your family at little to no
cost. These are ideas that I have written about

and presented at MBUG meetings, but they bear
refreshing.

Grow and Share a Family Tree

Download Standard Legacy Family Tree 7.0 from
www.legacyfamilytree.com for FREE. While you are
there look at the Video Tour to see some of the things
you can do with Legacy. Be aware that some features are
only available in the Deluxe edition which is available
for $30 and up. Compared with other genealogy software
this is a real bargain for such a powerful program.

Enter as much family history information as you
have available. You can always add more later as you
uncover it. Enhance your entries with biographical and
anecdotal information, and add pictures of individuals
from your family photo album.

Print beautiful charts, narratives and/or books with a few
clicks and use them for gifts for aunts, uncles, cousins,
nieces, nephews, (grown) children, grandparents,
grandchildren, etc. I’'m sure that many of them will be

January 2009

ﬁ@www.mbug.org | info@mbug.com 9



very appreciative. You can also save the output as files
that you can further process in a word processor such
as Open Office. Note that the display copy was done
10 years ago and now there are many new features to
enhance the output.

Send the charts, etc., by e-mail or post them on a website.
Be careful and considerate of people’s privacy,
especially living people. Some family information may
be offensive, objectionable or embarrassing to some,
but keep it private in your own files for completeness
and future reference and do not publish it.

Get started now and have even more information to
publish for gifts next Christmas. Although I didn’t use
Legacy, | have done similar things with other programs
so if you have a different one, use it.

Scan Old Journals and Documents

Awhile back I got a faded typewritten copy of several
pages of poems that my grandmother had written.
Most of us have scanners and they usually come with
some version of OCR (Optical Character Recognition)
software. This gave me the idea to get those poems into
digital format. Due to the faded quality of the copies,
I thought this might be somewhat difficult, but I was
mistaken. [ scanned them and ran them through the OCR
and they came out almost perfect. My spell checker
found a few places where number 1’s and lower case
I’s had gotten confused, but other than that they were
true to the originals. What to do with them next?

I loaded the files into the free Open Office 1 Suite
(www.openoffice.org) where 1 was able to do all that I
wanted to do with them—rearrange, format, correct a

few typos, organize them into a booklet and print the
booklet.

Scan Old Photos

The above worked so well that [ scanned photos of my
grandmother’s family from my collection and started
adding them to the booklet. Some I mixed in with the
poems in appropriate places, and the others went in a
photo album addendum at the end of the poems. I used
Open Office graphics tools to adjust the quality of the
photos to achieve optimum appearance.

I then added various comments and anecdotes in
appropriate places, including information from some

FEBRUARY

SAFE

Aaron Suthers
Guest Speaker

Friday, 6 February

7:30 to 9:30pm

Adult Education Center PG

Our newest Guest Speaker is a Senior Technician at
Redshift, a local Internet provider based in Monterey.
Aaron will give us an update on “safe surfing,” including
anti-virus, spyware, and spam filtering protection
options, with a Q&A session in which he will answer any
Internet-related questions we may pose. Suggestions?
Questions in advance? E-mail techaaron(@redshift.com
or phone (831) 655-8710.

of her other writing and I was ready to go to press.

With Open Office I was able to print the pages in a
booklet sequence which I then took to Copy King and
had copies reproduced, including covers, and spiral
bound at a very reasonable price. I also made some at
home that were simply folded and stapled for an even
greater savings.

They made excellent gifts to my immediate family, and
when word got around about the booklets, I received
more requests. I offered them more copies at my cost
and the whole enterprise was very successful. I did this
several years ago: newer technology is improved, more
versatile, and more elegant.

If you don’t have poems, perhaps you have letters or
other historical material you can publish as gifts for
family members and include family history information
and photos. The possibilities are numerous. I’'m sure
that in every family there are curmudgeons who don’t
give a rip about family history, but the appreciation of
those who do will make it all worthwhile.

I didn’t have any special knowledge about how to do
any of this. | just started out and did it, and I’'m sure
anyone could do the same. Feel free to e-mail me with
any questions. ¢ stephan.bob@gmail.com
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MBUG-PC Calendar of Events - JANUARY 2009

Tuesday Thursday Saturday
1 3
NEW YEARS, NOTE: General
Meeting is on Second
DAY Friday of month!
4 5 6 7 conorZuocy 10
eneral Meeting
DIRECTORS MEETING s Ofice 2007 Ouilook
Bem;Zat7pm Adult Ed Center PG
Everyone Welcome! 7[;::?’;?:‘;2?]‘::
1 12 13 14 15 % 17
This date is
available
for a SIG
< % What’s a SIG? How can
18 19 20 21 you schedule one? 24
See page 5 for details!
44 /\
L\
25 26 27 28 29 V N30 31
This date is
available
for a SIG
-
- - Hilltop Park Center
Canterbury Woods General Meeting Location P

651 Sinex Avenue
Pacific Grove

651 Sinex Avenue

@

4

@ Canterbury Woods

& LOBBY
courtyard

Auditorium

Blue Room
Canterbury
Room

Forest Avenue

Ridge Road

Adult Education Center, PG
1025 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove

Lighthouse Avenue

PG Adult Education Center
MEETING

X

& EXIT

« DENTRANCE

PARKING

17 Mile Drive

871 Jessie Street

Monterey

David Avenue (East of Hwy 68)

oJepesiAig

Irving Street

Archer
Park

Tentative Calendar Febr uary 20009 check the February Newsletter for Final Schedule

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
“Safe Surfing”
DIRECTORS MEETING
Canterbury Woods PG Adult Ed Center PG
Begins at 7pm 7:30 to 9:30pm
Everyone Welcome! Aaron Suthers
8 9 10 1" 12 13 14
This date is
available
for a SIG
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
This date is
available
for a SIG
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MBUG-PC isla member of

-

MEMBERSHIP

REPORT

Check your Membership expiration date above.
Does it say “Exp: January 31, 2009”?
If so, renew your subscription today!

Enjoy the many benefits of MBUG membership and don’t miss an
issue of this fine, locally-produced publication. Membership and
Newsletter: Electronic $20, US Mail $25, both $35.

Additional tax-deductible donations welcome! Send your name,
address, phone number, e-mail address and check to:

PO Box 51611, Pacific Grove CA 93950

Monterey Bay Users Group-PC,

MBUG LISTSERV:

Don Slaiter k(.f‘) E If you are an MBUG Member, you are .

. o : ’ =

Membership D . entitled toT.L_OIN”MBUG StL!STSERV. .

Chairman f— ' : is allows you to: -

- | u

. S = Send messages to all MBUG Members =

THANKS TO OUR n on Listserv (guaranteed to be secure, -

2 | GENEROUS DONORS . computer-related, and virus-free) .
name member number T Receive current MBUG notices, virus .
Dorothy Berry ....................................................... 1078 : and scam warnings :
Dick Gamb‘le ......................................................... 1132 : Ask computer-related questions :
Harry Haml.hfon ....................................................... 819 ™ Make computer-related n
TOHy San Flhppo ................................................... 1199 : announcements (regarding donations of :
THANK YOU FOR RENEWING = orrequests for computer-related items) .
Dorothy Berry .....c.cocveeiieiiiiiienieeieceeeeeeeeeen 1078 = n
| u

Mary Kay CroCKett .oooovivieiiiiiiieeeeeeeeciieeeee e 274 [ Register at www. mbuq_orq ]
Mary Faulkner..........ccovveveunieeinienieinieeeisceeeeen. 1301 o or go to .
Dick Gamb}e ......................................................... 1132 1 htto://listserv.redshift.com/mailman/ .
Harry Hamilton ... 819 = listinfo/mbug. .
Tony San Filippo.......cocvvevieiiiiiiieiiieeeieeeeee 1199 = .
William Walden..........ccccoovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee, 1145 :IlllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII:
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